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E.l. llepcTHéBA

ABTtop: LLepcTHéRa E.I%, yuun-
Te€Nb aHMIMNCKOro £3blka FMMHa-
3um Ne 50 r. HmxHero Hoeropoga.

MpeameT: AHMNIACKWI 93bIK.

Knacc: 7.

Tema: KynbtyposeneHune Be-
MKOBpUTaHUN.

Mpodune: O6Leobpasosa-
TENbHbIN.

YpoeeHb: O6Lwmin.

TekcT 3apaun. Bcem nseect-
HO, YTO OJHa M3 CaMbIX 3HAMEHU-
TbIX NlereHp, B NOHOOHCKOM Taya-
pe — nereHaa 0 BOPOHax.

BbiscHuTe:

1) 0 4EM rmacuT aTa nereHaa;

2) Kakume elweé CcyulecTByoT
BEPCUN O BPEMEHW NOSIBIEHNS BO-
poHoB B Tayape:

3) ¢ 4em accoummnpyloTcs BO-
POHbI B POCCUINCKOM KyNbType.

a) Bbigenute kioyeBbie cioBa
15 UHGOPMAaLIMOHHOIO NMoucKa.

6) Havigute n cobepute He-
obxoanmyto H@opmaLmio.

B) Obcyaute v npoaHaan3u-
pyriTe cobpaHHyio nHpopmMaumio.

r) Caenavite BbIBOAbI.

A1) CpaBHuTe BaLuv BbIBOAbI C
KYJIbTYPHbIM 06pa3L0oM.

Bo3mMoXxHble
nHPOopMaLMOHHbIE
MCTOYHUKN
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KynbTypHbIii 06pasen,

How Ravens Came to the Tower of
London. Boria Sax. Independent
Scholar, 25 Franklin Avenue, Apt. # 2,
White Plains, NY 10601-3849. Sent 5
February 2007, Accepted 20 April 2007

Abstract

According to popular belief, Charles
Il of England (reigned 1660-1685) once
heard a prophecy that if ravens left the
Tower of London it would «fall,» so he or-
dered that the wings of seven ravens in
the Tower be trimmed. Until recently, this
claim was not challenged even in schol-
arly literature. here are, however, no allu-
sions to the Tower Ravens before the end
of the nineteenth century. The ravens,
today meticulously cared for by Yeoman
Warders, are largely an invented tradition,
designed to give an impression of conti-
nuity with the past. His article examines
the few known references, both graphic
and textual, to the Tower Ravens through
1906. It concludes that the ravens were
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originally brought in to dramatize the al-
leged site of executions at the Tower.

Although not accorded great
significance at first, legends that would
eventually make the ravens mascots of
Britain began outside of the Tower.

A flyer (Anonymous, 1997) entitled
«A Guide to the Tower Ravens,» pub-
lished by the Tower of London and dis-
tributed free to tourists, announces: For
many centuries, ravens have guarded
the Tower of London and, since they are
said to hold the power of the Crown, it is
believed that the Crown and the Tower
will fall, if ever the ravens should leave.
Fortunately, these respected residents,
since the reign of King Charles Il, have
been protected by royal decree.

These seven ravens have a special
intimacy with visitors, and some people
think they even pose for cameras. Most of
the time, however, they play, quarrel, or
simply enjoy the company of one another.
Their behavior can be so spontaneous that
visitors almost forget they are captive, so
expressive that we almost forget they are
not human. Their wings are trimmed on
one side, so that they are slightly off bal-
ance and cannot fly very far, though they
have no trouble ascending walls of about
six feet. They are fed regularly with meat
purchased from the nearby Smithfield
Market, and their health is carefully moni-
tored; however, the ravens are not allowed
to leave the grounds of the Tower.

Ravens in the Tower —
First Appearance

When | first visited the Tower, it did
not even cross my mind to doubt the an-
tiquity of the ravens, but | was intrigued by
their story and attempted to research it.
After a year of so of searching in research
libraries and archives for references to
the ravens, | was unable to find any be-

E.T. WepcThéBa

fore the end of the nineteenth century. It
gradually dawned on me that the reason
why | failed to find such references was
because there were none. | wrote Dr.
Geoffrey Parnell, the official historian of
the Tower of London about my findings,
and he wrote back to say that he had
reached the same conclusion.

Not very long afterwards, Parnell
went public with our findings. On Monday,
November 15, 2004, an article based on
an interview with him appeared on the
front page of the London newspaper, the
Guardian, entitled, «Tower’s raven my-
thology may be a Victorian flight of fan-
tasy.» The article quoted an anonymous
«spokeswoman for Historic Royal Palac-
es,» which runs the Tower, as saying that,
«s0 much of the appearance of the Tower
we see today dates back to the Victorian
period that it is quite appropriate that the
ravens should be a Victorian legend.»

According to Parnell, the earliest
known reference to the Tower Ravens
was a short piece by Hawthorne (1895)
from the October issue of the Royal So-
ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (RSPCA) journal, the Animal
World, which mentioned a companion
animal (pet), a cat, being harassed by
two ravens, one of whom was named
Jenny. The Guardian reproduced an il-
lustration from the RSPCA journal show-
ing a raven pulling the tail of a cat, with
the caption, «Is this the first depiction of
ravens in the Tower?» (Kennedy, 2004).

The Tower Ravens are in large part
what historians call an «invented tradi-
tion,» like, for example, the wearing of
kilts in Scotland, which is widely sup-
posed to be an ancient practice but only
goes back to the latter half of the eigh-
teenth century (Trevor-Roper, 1994).
Typically, invented traditions serve to en-
courage social cohesion, consecrate
institutions, or promote beliefs.
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Jlebenes W.I. lMpoucxoxapeHne un
3HaYeHVe Ha3BaHWsl «<BOPOHAa» B KyJIbTy-
pe HapoaoB mupa.

...B powepgwen po Hac pycckon
KYyNIbTYPHOM Tpaouumm OTHOLLEHME K BO-
pOHE, B OCHOBHOM, NPeHebpexXnTeNbHOE.
OTO OTHOLLUEHNE XOPOLLUO KOHTPacTMpyeT
C NOYTUTENBHO-HEraTUBHBIM OTHOLLEHW-
€M K BOpPOHY, CHOPMMPOBABLLMMCS Ha
CTbIKe rTy6OKOro A3bI4eCKOro NoYUTaHUS
NTUL, CMELLNBAIOLLLErOCS C XPUCTUAHCKOMN
HeTepnMMoCTbio. BopoHa B 31O CBSI3M
BOCMPVHMMAETCS KakK HEYTO HECEpPbE3-
HOe, cnerka OOKy4YIvMBOE, MPOCTOBATOE,
HO He onacHoe. OTHOLLEHME K BOPOHE XO-
powo nnntoctpupyet B.W. anb, npueoas
O NTnue HapoAHble NMoCcnoBULUbl 1N MOro-
Bopku. O cxoAcTBe BCex Noaewn, kak u
BCEX BOPOH, rOBOPUT noroeopka — «Ma-
JIM4aHe CBOIO BOPOHY B MOCKBE y3Hanm».
Ha po60ocTb 1 0NacnnMBoCTbL BOPOH yKa3dbl-
BalOT CieaytoLLye HapoaHbIe Npon3eeae-
Hus: «Cepaue COKoNbe, a CMEeNbCTBO
(cMenocTb) BOPOHbE. OTa BOPOHA HAM He
obopoHa. BopoHa coBe He ob6opoHa. Iy-
raHasi BOpoHa 1 kycta 6outcs. BopoHe
COKOJIOM He BblBaTb». Ha HecooTBeTCTBUE
BHELLUHErO BMAA C CYLLHOCTLIO YenoBeka
yKasblBaeT NoroBopka «Hapsa cokonmi, a
noxogka BOpPOHbsi». O6 M3BECTHOW Mpo-
CTOTEe NTUL, FOBOPSAT NOCNoBULbI: «[psiMo
BOPOHA NIETAET, Aa U Ta Ha KykaH nonaga-
eT. Kak H1 600pucb BOPOHA, a e 40 COKO-
na paneko. [oe BopoHa Hu ietana, a K ic-
Tpeby B korTi nonana. Kyaa BopoHa neTur,
Tyaa v magut. [oe BOpoHE HW neTath, a
BCE HaBO3 kneBaTb. BopoHa 3a mope ne-
Tana, ga BOPOHOM 1 BepHynacb». Ha H13-
KWUM cTaTyCc Cepon BOPOHbI B HAPOOHOM
TPaaMUMM yKasblBalOT NMOCOBULbI, B KO-
TOPbIX BOPOHbI NPOTNBOMNOCTAaBNIEHDI
3HATHOMY MOJIOXXEHUIO NN TPaANLUMOHHO
noyntTaemMomy cokony: «He netartb 6bi10
BOPOHe B Hosipckne xopoMbl. Ha yTo Bo-
poHe 6O0nblUME XOPOMbI, 3Ha BOPOHA

Meparornyeckne TexHonoruun N3

CBOE rHe3no. Ha 4to BopoHe Gonbluve
[Pa3roBopbI, 3Ha BOPOHA CBOE BOPOHLE
kap. Mnox cokosn, 4YTO BOpPOHa C MecTa
cobuna. Cokon ¢ MecTa, a BOpOHa Ha
MeCTO. I'IepBble AEeTKN COKONATKN, MOC-
negHme BOPOHATKN».

Ha H13KuiA cTaTtyc n NpoCTOBaTOCTb
NTUL, B HAPOOHOW TpaauLMM yKa3biBaeT U
nasectHas 6acHs N.A. Kpbinosa «Bopo-
Ha 1 Mcnua», N yCTOMYNBOE CYLLECTBO-
BaHWe B 00pa3HOM A3blke TPaAMLIMOHHO-
ro «MPOBOPOHUTb» — «YMYCTUTb»....

MeToanyecknini KOMMeHTapumn

Mpwn peleHnn 3aaa4m LWKONbHUKN
y4aTcsl OpUEHTMPOBATLCHA B MHDOpMa-
LMOHHOM nNpOCTpaHCcTBe, cobupatsb,
aHanmna3npoBatb 1 NPencTaBnNATb OAHO-
KnacCcHukam pesynbTaTtbl paboThl.

Takoii Bua, paboTbl MOMOraeT akTu-
BM3MPOBAaTb MO3HABATENIbHYIO OEATENb-
HOCTb, (POPMUPOBATb HaBblk PabOThl B
rpynne. Yyalmecs pacLumpsitoT CBOM Kpy-
ro30p " NCNONb3yT 3HAHWUA, MOJTyHEH-
Hble Ha ypokax rno apyrum npeametam. B
npouecce paboTbl Y4EHMKM CEeObMOro
Kflacca akTUMBU3WPYIOT 1 oTpabaTbiBatoT
JIeKcurKy rno TeMam «KynsTypa, goctonpu-
Me4aTeslbHOCTM, 0bbldan W Tpaguumn»,
COBEPLLUEHCTBYIOT HaBblK/ MOHOJIOrn4yec-
KO peun. B pe3ynsrate COBMECTHOM pa-
60Tbl yyaLLmecs A0MKHbI HaliT1, 06pabo-
TaTb M NOArOTOBUTL AJ1S YCTHOrO OTBETa
MHMOPMALIMIO O BpEMEHW MNOSIBIIEHUS BO-
poHoB B Tayape, 0 nerenge, CBA3aHHOM C
HUMK, a TakXke nonbITatbCA CPaBHUTb
3HaYeHMe 3TOM NTULbI B PasHbIX KYNbTY-
pax (6puTaHcKor n poccuiickoit). Kon-
NEeKTVBHble GOPMbl PabOoTbl MO3BONSAT
KaXX,0MY Y4EHMKY NPOSIBUTb CBOIO aKTUB-
HOCTb M TBOPYECTBO, OCO3HATb LIEHHOCTU
COBMECTHOIo Tpyaa U KONNeKTUBHOIr o pe-
LLIEHNS MO3HABATENbHbIX 33434, NpoaHa-
NM3NPOBAaTh Pe3ybTaThl.

Jata anpo6auumn 20-25 sHeapsi 2013 .
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