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TekcTt 3apaun. Geneti-cal-
ly — modified foods have made a
big splash in the news lately.
Public interest groups have been
actively protesting against GM

foods.

What are the arguments for
and against genetically engi-

neered food?

Are you aware of the danger?
What can you do to protect

your health?

a) Bbigenute koyeBbie ¢ao-
Ba A1 MHGOPMaLMOHHOIO Mouc-

Ka.

6) Harinnte n cobepute He-
06X04MMYI0 MHGOPMALMIO.

B) Ob6cyauTe v npoaHaman-
pyviTe cobpaHHyo NHGOoPMaLMIO.

r) Caenavite BbIBOAMbI.

1) CpaBHUTE BaLLy BbIBOAbI C

Ky/IbTYPHBIMM 06pasLamm.

Bo3amoixHble HpOpMaLMOHHbIE
MCTOYHUKUN
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Genetically engineered foods con-
taining genes derived from bacteria and
viruses are now starting to appear in the
shops, and foods with insect, fish, and
animal genes will soon follow. These
genetic changes are radically different
from those resulting from traditional
methods of breeding. The sale of these
foods is being permitted without proper
assessment of the risks and without
informing the public, even though many
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scientists say that genetically modified
foods could cause serious damage to
health and the environment.

Genes are the blueprints for every part
of an organism. Genetic engineering is the
process of artificially modifying these blue-
prints. Scientists want to transfer desirable
qualities from one organism to another, for
example, to make a crop resistant to an
herbicide or to enhance food value.

At first sight it may seen appealing.
However, closer examination reveals that
commercial and political motives are taking
precedence with little regard to the possi-
ble dangers. We already have the ability to
feed the world’s population without the
risks posed by genetic engineering.

Genetically modified foods avail-
able, or about to appear include toma-
toes, squash, yeast, corn, potatoes and
soybeans (which are used in 60% of all
processed foods, such as bread, pasta,
candies, ice cream, pies, biscuits, meat
products). But this is just the beginning.
In a few years it way be almost impossible
to find natural food.

Most genetically modified foods will
not be labeled,under present regulations
manufacturers are already introducing
genetic modified ingredients into many
processed foods without informing con-
sumers. The government is ignoring the
wishes of the public. Surveys find that
85-90% of consumers want clear labeling
of all genetically engineered foods.

The effects of genetic engineering
on the natural world may be disastrous.

The engineers may create life
forms — monsters — that we cannot con-
trol. The new life forms have no natural
habitat or home. They will have to fine one,
fight for on-or kill one. It may be your land
they fight for-or you that they kill.

Moreover, the effects of these
experiments can often be cruel. In

Neparormyeckune TexHonormun N1

America, pigs were given human genes
to make them bigger and less fatty. The
experiment failed the pigs became veryill
and began to lose their eyesight.

Greenpeace is trying to prevent all
such food experiments. Some but not
all — food companies are refusing to use
genetically engineered foods. Some but
not all — supermarkets are telling their
customers which foods are genetically
engineered. We must all be aware of what
is happening.

Some people believe, though that
genetic engineering could be the solution
to the problem of famine. Plants which
grow faster, or cows which produce more
milk can save the lives of starving people.

We would all like a better, healthier
and longer life, and genetic engineering
might give us this. On the other hand, it
may be a dangerous experiment with
nature. In the story, Frankenstein created
such a terrible and dangerous monster
that he had to destroy it. We must make
sure that it remains a story — and no
more than that.

MeToaun4yeckuii KOMMEHTapui

Mepepn, pelweHrem 3aga4qn Heobxo-
OMMO BBISICHUTb MHEHWe pebaT no Bo-
npocy o6CyXAeHus: 3a WA MPOTUB.
PaznenuTtb getei Ha ase rpynnbl aAns pe-
weHns 3agayn. MNouck matepmana ocy-
LLLeCTBNSETCA B COOTBETCTBMMU C BbIOO-
pom nosuuun. MNpu pelueHnmn 3agadmn Mo-
XeT OblTb OpraHM3oBaHa [AUCKYCCUS.
®dopma npoBeaeHna oUCKyccum — aeso-
Bas urpa (kak BapuaHT — «3acepaHue
cyaa» ¢ 00BUHEHMEM 1 3aLNTON. B aToM
clyyae oetv onpefensiorT CBOWM poniv u
noabupaloT apryMeHTbl, COOTBETCTBY!IO-
LLMEe CTOPOHE 0OBUHEHWS UM 3aLLMThI. A
3HauuUT, Ha aTane noucka B 6onee KOH-
LEeHTpPUpOBaHHOM Buae OyneTt cobpaHa
nHdopmaums).
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