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E.l. llepcTHEéBA

ABTop: LlepctHéBa E.T,
yYuTENb aHMUNCKOro $3blka
rumHasmm Ne 50 r. HuxHero
Hosropogaa.

Mpeamert:
A3bIK.

Knacc: 6.

Tema: N3yyeHne mupa n
OTKPbITUS.

Mpoduns:
30BaTEefIbHbIN.

YpoBeHb: O6LmiA.

TekcT 3apaun: Bcem ns-
BecTeH ¢dakT, 4To Konymb oT-
Kpbln AMepuky. Ho cywiecTBy-
IOT MHEHUS, 4TO OO0 nyTelle-
ctBus Konymba 3TOT KOHTU-
HEeHT Obll OTKPbLIT APYrumMmn

AHrAnncknn

O6uweobpa-

vuccnenoBatensMm — U He
eoMHOX[bI.
BbiicHUTE, KTO  Obln

NnepBbIMN «FOCTAMU» HA 3TOM
MaTepuke, Kak OHW Ha3biBanu
3TOT MaTepuK N NOYEMY HbiHE
Amepuka HasbiBaeTca AMepu-
KOW.

a) Bbigenute kwoyeBble
c/si0Ba /11 MIHGHOPMaLUNOHHO-
ro novcka.

6) Havigute n cobepute Heobxo-
ANMYIO MHDOPMaLUIO.

B) Obcyante n npoaHanu3npyiTe
cobpaHHyo nHpopmaLmio.

r) Caenavite BbIBOAbI.

41) CpaBHuUTE BaLLm BbIBOAbI C KY/lb-
TYPHbIM 00pPa3LoOM.

Bo3mMoXHble nHPOopMaLUOHHbIE
NCTOYHUKUN
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The discovery of America

In fourteen hundred and ninety-two
Columbus sailed the ocean blue.

Whilst it was generally believed that
Columbus was the first European to
discover America in 1492, it is now well
known that Viking explorers reached
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parts of the east coast of Canada around
1100 and that Norwegian Leif Erikson's
Vinland may have been an area that is
now part of the United States. What is
less known is that a Welshman may have
followed in Erikson's footsteps, this time
bringing settlers with him.

According to Welsh legend, that
man was Prince Madog ab Owain
Gwynedd.

A Welsh poem of the 15th century
tells how Prince Madoc sailed away in
10 ships and discovered America. The
account of the discovery of America by
a Welsh prince, whether truth or myth,
was apparently used by Queen Elizabeth
| as evidence to the British claim to
America during its territorial struggles
with Spain. So who was this Welsh Prince
and did he really discover America
before Columbus?

Owain Gwynedd, king of Gwynedd
in the 12th century, had nineteen
children, only six of whom were
legitimate. Madog (Madoc), one of the
bastard sons, was born at Dolwyddelan
Castle in the Lledr valley between
Betws-y-Coed and Blaenau Ffestiniog.

On the death of the King in
December 1169, the brothers fought
amongst themselves for the right to rule
Gwynedd. Madog was a man of peace.
In 1170 he and his brother, Riryd, sailed
from Aber-Kerrik-Gwynan on the North
Wales Coast in two ships. They sailed
west and landed in what is now Alabama
in the USA.

Prince Madog then returned to
Wales with great tales of his adventures
and persuaded others to return to
America with him. They sailed from
Lundy Island in 1171 and were never
heard of again.

They are believed to have landed at
Mobile Bay, Alabama and then travelled

®

E.T. WepcTHiéBAa

up the Alabama River along which there
are several stone forts, said by the local
Cherokee Indians to have been
constructed by «White People». These
structures have been dated to several
hundred years before Columbus and are
of a similar design to Dolwyddelan
Castle in North Wales. Were they built by
Madog and his fellow settlers?

Early explorers and pioneers found
evidence of Welsh influence among the
tribes of Indians along the Tennessee
and Missouri Rivers. In the 18th century
an Indian tribe was discovered that
seemed different to all the others that
had been encountered before. Called
the Mandans this tribe was described as
white men with forts, towns and
permanent villages laid out in streets
and squares. They claimed ancestry
with the Welsh and spoke a language
remarkably similar to it. They fished with
coracles, a type of boat still used in
Wales today. It was also observed that
unlike members of other tribes, these
people grew white-haired with age. In
addition, in 1799 Governor John Sevier
of Tennessee wrote a report in which he
mentioned the discovery of six skeletons
encased in brass armour bearing the
Welsh coat of arms.

Unfortunately the tribe was virtually
wiped out by a smallpox epidemic
introduced by traders in 1837. But the
belief in their Welsh heritage still persists
and is celebrated by a plaque placed
alongside Mobile Bay in 1953 by the
Daughters of the American Revolution.

«In memory of Prince Madog,» the
inscription reads, «a Welsh explorer who
landed on the shores of Mobile Bay in
1170 and left behind, with the Indians,
the Welsh language.»

Enough about Columbus, his day is
past and he treated the natives poorly.
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He even tried to introduce them as
slaves to Spain.

The continent that celebrates
Columbus Day is actually named after
Amerigo Vespucci, another Italian
navigator who explored the northern
coast of South America between 1499
and 1500, and told the world that they
had discovered a new continent.

MeToanyeckuii KOMMeHTapun

B npouecce pelieHns AaHHOW 3a-
Jayu yvawmecs npexae BCEero ydarcs
NPUMeHsiTb MIHTepHET B COOCTBEHHOM
00pa3oBaTeNnbHOM OEATEeNbHOCTU, ak-
TUBU3NPYETCA X NO3HaBaTeENIbHaA geqd-
TENbHOCTb, PAaCLUMPSETCHA KPYro3op u
NCNOJIb3YIOTCS 3HAHWS, MOTyYEHHbIE HA

ypokax no gpyrum npegmetam. B npo-
uecce paboTbl yyawmecs 6 knacca ak-
TUBU3MPYIOT WU OTpabaTbiBalOT JIEKCUKY
no Teme «OTKPbITUS», COBEPLUEHCTBYIOT
HaBbIKM MOHOJSIOrMYeckon peun. B pe-
3ynbTaTe COBMECTHOW paboThl yyalme-
CS O0/MKHbI HAUTU N CUCTEMATU3NPO-
BaTb MHGOPMaAUMIO O MOCELLEHNN
AmMepukn npenctaBUTENSAMU  OPYrnX
matepukoB o 1492 roga, a Takxe no-
NbITaTbCA 0OBACHUTL, MOYEMY MaTEPUK
nony4vymn Takoe Ha3BaHMe 1N Kak OH Ha-
3blBaJICH B «40KOIyMOOBbLIE» BPEMEHA.
KonnekTtnBHble popmMbl paboTbl NO3BO-
NAT KQXKO0MY YYEHUKY NPOSIBUTb CBOIO
aKTMBHOCTb U TBOPYECTBO, OCO3HATb
LLEHHOCTM COBMECTHOro Tpyaa U Kon-
NEeKTUBHOIro pelweHna no3HaBaTesib-
HbIX 3a4a4 U NMpoaHanM3MpoBaTb pe-
3ynbTaThl.

NMeparornyeckne TexHonorun N4 2012 r.
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