
136

За да ча об от кры тии 

Аме ри ки

Ав тор: Шер ст нё ва Еле-

на Ген на дь ев на, учи тель ан г-

лий ско го язы ка гим на зии 

№ 50 г. Ни жне го Нов го ро да.

Пред мет: Ан г лий ский 

язык.

Класс: 6.

Те ма: Изу че ние ми ра 

и от кры тия.

Про филь: Об ще об ра-

зо ва тель ный.

Уро вень: Об щий.

Текст за да чи: Всем 

из ве ст но, что Ко лумб от крыл 

Аме ри ку. Но су ще ст ву ют 

мне ния, что до пу те ше ст вия 

Ко лум ба этот кон ти нент был 

от крыт дру ги ми ис сле до ва-

те ля ми и не еди нож ды. 

Вы яс ни те, кто бы ли 

пер вы ми «гос тя ми» на этом 

ма те ри ке, как они на зы ва ли 

этот ма те рик и по че му Аме-

ри ка на зы ва ет ся Аме ри кой.

а) Вы де ли те клю че вые 

сло ва для ин фор ма ци он но-

го по ис ка.

б) Най ди те и со бе ри те 

не об хо ди мую ин фор ма цию.

в) Об су ди те и про ана ли зи руй те 

со бран ную ин фор ма цию.

г) Сде лай те вы во ды.

д) Срав ни те ва ши вы во ды 

с вы во да ми из ве ст ных лю дей.

Воз мож ные 

ин фор ма ци он ные ис точ ни ки
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The discovery of America

In fourteen hundred and ninety-two 

Columbus sailed the ocean blue.

Whilst it was generally believed that 

Columbus was the first European to 

discover America in 1492, it is now well 

known that Viking explorers reached 
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parts of the east coast of Canada around 

1100 and that Norwegian Leif Erikson's 

Vinland may have been an area that is 

now part of the United States. What is 

less known is that a Welshman may have 

followed in Erikson's footsteps, this time 

bringing settlers with him. 

According to Welsh legend, that 

man was Prince Madog ab Owain 

Gwynedd.

A Welsh poem of the 15th century 

tells how Prince Madoc sailed away in 

10 ships and discovered America. The 

account of the discovery of America by 

a Welsh prince, whether truth or myth, 

was apparently used by Queen Elizabeth 

I as evidence to the British claim to 

America during its territorial struggles 

with Spain. So who was this Welsh Prince 

and did he really discover America 

before Columbus?

Owain Gwynedd, king of Gwynedd 

in the 12th century, had nineteen chil-

dren, only six of whom were legitimate. 

Madog (Madoc), one of the bastard 

sons, was born at Dolwyddelan Castle in 

the Lledr valley between Betws-y-Coed 

and Blaenau Ffestiniog. 

On the death of the King in 

December 1169, the brothers fought 

amongst themselves for the right to rule 

Gwynedd. Madog was a man of peace. 

In 1170 he and his brother, Riryd, sailed 

from Aber-Kerrik-Gwynan on the North 

Wales Coast in two ships. They sailed 

west and landed in what is now Alabama 

in the USA.

Prince Madog then returned to 

Wales with great tales of his adventures 

and persuaded others to return to 

America with him. They sailed from 

Lundy Island in 1171 and were never 

heard of again.

They are believed to have landed at 

Mobile Bay, Alabama and then travelled 

up the Alabama River along which there 

are several stone forts, said by the local 

Cherokee Indians to have been con-

structed by «White People». These 

structures have been dated to several 

hundred years before Columbus and 

are of a similar design to Dolwyddelan 

Castle in North Wales. Were they built 

by Madog and his fellow settlers? 

Early explorers and pioneers found 

evidence of Welsh influence among the 

tribes of Indians along the Tennessee 

and Missouri Rivers. In the 18th century 

an Indian tribe was discovered that 

seemed different to all the others that 

had been encountered before. Called 

the Mandans this tribe was described as 

white men with forts, towns and perma-

nent villages laid out in streets and 

squares. They claimed ancestry with the 

Welsh and spoke a language remark-

ably similar to it. They fished with cora-

cles, a type of boat still used in Wales 

today. It was also observed that unlike 

members of other tribes, these people 

grew white-haired with age. In addition, 

in 1799 Governor John Sevier of 

Tennessee wrote a report in which he 

mentioned the discovery of six skele-

tons encased in brass armour bearing 

the Welsh coat of arms. 

Unfortunately the tribe was virtually 

wiped out by a smallpox epidemic intro-

duced by traders in 1837. But the belief 

in their Welsh heritage still persists and 

is celebrated by a plaque placed along-

side Mobile Bay in 1953 by the Daughters 

of the American Revolution.

«In memory of Prince Madog,» the 

inscription reads, «a Welsh explorer who 

landed on the shores of Mobile Bay in 

1170 and left behind, with the Indians, 

the Welsh language.»

Enough about Columbus, his day is 

past and he treated the natives poorly. 
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He even tried to introduce them as 

slaves to Spain.

The continent that celebrates 

Columbus Day is actually named after 

Amerigo Vespucci, another Italian navi-

gator who explored the northern coast 

of South America between 1499 and 

1500, and told the world that they had 

discovered a new continent.

Ме то ди че с кий ком мен та рий

В про цес се ре ше ния дан ной 

за да чи уча щи е ся преж де все го учат-

ся при ме нять Ин тер нет в соб ст вен-

ной об ра зо ва тель ной де я тель но с ти, 

ак ти ви зи ру ет ся их по зна ва тель ная 

де я тель ность, рас ши ря ет ся кру го-

зор и ис поль зу ют ся зна ния, по лу-

чен ные на уро ках по дру гим пред ме-

там. В про цес се ра бо ты уча щи е ся 6 

клас са ак ти ви зи ру ют и от ра ба ты ва-

ют лек си ку по те ме «От кры тия», 

со вер шен ст ву ют на вы ки мо но ло ги-

че с кой ре чи. 

В ре зуль та те сов ме ст ной ра бо-

ты уча щи е ся долж ны най ти и си с те-

ма ти зи ро вать ин фор ма цию о по се-

ще нии Аме ри ки пред ста ви те ля ми 

дру гих ма те ри ков до 1492 го да, 

а так же по пы тать ся объ яс нить, по че-

му ма те рик по лу чил та кое на зва ние 

и как он на зы вал ся в «до ко лум бо-

вые» вре ме на. Кол лек тив ные фор мы 

ра бо ты поз во лят каж до му уче ни ку 

про явить свою ак тив ность и твор че-

ст во, осо знать цен но с ти сов ме ст но-

го тру да и кол лек тив но го ре ше ния 

по зна ва тель ных за дач и про ана ли-

зи ро вать ре зуль та ты.
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